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The Department of Ancient
History, Culture, & Archaeology at
the University of Allahabad,
established in 1955, is one of
India's premier centers for the
study of ancient history and archaeology. Emerging from the
Department of History, it has contributed significantly to
archaeology, socio-economic history, religion, philosophy,
art, and ancient polity. It was the first in India to receive a
license for archaeological excavations and led pioneering
research at Kaushambi under Prof. G.R. Sharma. Excavations
in the Vindhya and Ganga valleys uncovered a continuous
cultural sequence from the Palaeolithic to the Neolithic
periods, including the earliest evidence of rice cultivation.
The department has collaborated with international
institutions, including the Academy of Sciences, USSR, and
American teams. Recognized as a Centre of Advanced Study
in 2001, it houses the G.R. Sharma Memorial Museum and
boasts state-of-the-art research facilities, specialized
laboratories, and an extensive library. The work of notable
scholars like Prof. G.R. Sharma, Prof. G.C. Pande,Prof. ].S.
Negi, Prof. B.N.S. Yadav, Prof. U.N. Ray, Prof. S.N. Roy, Prof V.D.
Mishra, Prof Om Prakash, Prof. ].N.Pal and others has further
cemented its reputation asaleading institution in the field of
ancientIndian history, Culture and archaeology

~“About The

DEPARTMENT

The Allahabad
Museum is one of the
fournational museums
of India. Established in
1931 under the
initiative of Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and Pt. Brijmohan
Vyas, the museum was originally housed in the Municipal
Building before being relocated to its present site in
Chandra Shekhar Azad Park in 1954. It is fully funded by the
Ministry of Culture, Government of India. Enriched with
collections of ancient sculptures, Bengal School paintings,
and European artworks, the museum gained national
significance and was officially taken over by the Ministry of
Culture, Government of India, in 1986. Managed by the
Allahabad Museum Society, its objectives include promoting
research, preserving artifacts, collaborating with
institutions, and engaging the public through lectures and
seminars. To enhance its status, the museum has outlined
key goals, such as expanding public outreach through
community involvement and cultural programs. The
Honourable Governor of Uttar Pradesh serves as the
Chairman of the Allahabad Museum Society.

About The

ALLAHBAD MUSEUM

The cultural heritage of
Bharat (India) is a vast and
intricate mosaic, deeply
influenced by its diverse
art forms, religious traditions, and historical identity.
The complex interplay of art, religion, and identity lies
at the heart of India's evolution as one of the world's
oldest civilizations. From ancient times to the present,
these elements have shaped the collective identity,
reflecting societal values, spiritual beliefs, and
historical narratives. The Mahakumbh—a massive
convergence of millions of devotees—is a living symbol
of this rich heritage, representing the deep connection
between spiritual devotion, cultural continuity, and
collective identity.

CONCEPT
NOTE

In the special context of Mahakumbh 2025, this seminar
will explore how art, spirituality, and identity have
historically shaped India's cultural fabric. It will analyze
how religious practices, particularly through Hinduism,
have influenced various forms of artistic expression,
including temple architecture, sculpture, and music.
These traditions not only serve as vehicles for religious
devotion butalso as instruments for preserving cultural
memory. The Mahakumbh, celebrated every 12 years at
the confluence of the Ganga, Yamuna, and the mythical
Saraswati rivers, will be a key focus, symbolizing the
enduring connection between religion, art, and identity
in Bharat. As one of the largest religious events in the
world, it epitomizes the unity and spiritual fervor that
have characterized India's civilization for millennia.

The seminar will also explore the modern relevance of
these ancient interconnections, addressing how
contemporary India draws from its rich cultural legacy
to shape its national and global identity. It will
emphasize the need to preserve and promote India's
cultural heritage in the face of rapid modernization and
globalization, ensuring that events like the Mahakumbh
continue to reinforce the living legacy of Bharat.

* Art, Religion, and
Identity in the
Mahakumbh and Vedic
Traditions.

Seminar

SUB-THEMES

* Iconography and Symbolism in the Context of
Mahakumbh.

*  Religious Architecture and Pilgrimage Sites in the
Kumbh Mela.

*  TheRoleofHindu Philosophyin Indian Artand Identity

. Syncretism in Indian Art and the Mahakumbh: Cross-
Cultural Religious Influences.

. Religious Pilgrimage, Sacred Geography, and the
Formation of Cultural Identity.

*  Archaeological Perspectives on Material Culture in the
Context of Mahakumbh.

*  Post-Vedic Developments in Art, Religion, and Identity
in Mahakumbh.

* Indigenous Art Forms and their Role in Preserving
Cultural Identity through the Mahakumbh.

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION

Word Limit :300-500 words.

Deadline for Abstracts :12March2025.

Abstracts should clearly state the research objectives,
methodology, and key findings.

| FULL PAPER SUBMISSION

‘Word Limit :3000-5000 words.
Deadline for Full Papers :15March2025.

REGISTRATION FEE

Research Scholars RS 500/-
Faculty Members RS 1000/
SBI A/cNo. 10341399455

NAME MS HEAD DEPTT ANCIENT HISTORY
IFSC CODE SBIN0001621

LINK FOR REGISTRATION FORM :
https://forms.gle/Lz1fKAtFS3yyDgH98



Abstract and full paper submissions must be in
Word (.doc/.docx) and PDF (.pdf) formats. The
first page of each submission should include the
title of the paper, author(s) name, designation,
affiliation, and contact details (email and phone
number). All submissions should be emailed to
seminar.ahcarch.uoa@gmail.com with the
subject line: "Paper Submission: [Author's Name]".
Each submission will undergo a double-blind peer
review process, ensuring academic rigor and
fairness. Authors whose papers are selected will be
notified by 15 March 2025. Additionally, accepted
papers will be considered for publication in an
edited volume associated with the seminar, with
separate notifications for authors whose papers
are selected for publication.

CONTACT FOR QUERIES

Dr. Pankaj Sharma
Email: pankajsharma@allduniv.ac.in
Phone: +91-7038382139

Dr. Atul Narayan Singh
Email: atulnarayan@allduniv.ac.in
Phone: +91-7007920133

Prof. H.N. Dubey (UoA)
Prof. O.P. Srivastava (UoA)
Prof. Anamika Roy (UoA)
Prof. Prakash Sinha (UoA)
Prof. RajKumar Gupta (PRSU)
Prof.Sanjay Srivastava (UoA)

Dr. Rajesh Mishra (Alld. Museum)

Accommodation/
Travel
Certificate
Committee

8 Registration
Committee

‘Yl Refreshment/

B Lunch Committee

Technical
Committee

ADVISORY COMMITTEE |

Stage
Management

Media
Committee

Dr. Rama Kant
Dr. Ashutosh Kumar Singh
Dr. Ratnesh Kumar Singh

Dr. Pankaj Sharma
Dr. Arvind Kumar
Dr. Mohana R

Dr. Ajai Kumar

Dr. Sanjay Kumar Kushvaha
Dr. Suchitra Majumdar

Dr. Arvind Kumar

Dr. Ravindra Kumar

Dr. Ashutosh Kumar Singh

Dr. Rama Kant
Dr. Ratnesh Kumar Singh
Dr. Satya Prakash

Dr. Jitendra Singh Naulakha
Dr. Mukesh Kumar Singh

Dr. Raghvendra Pratap Singh
Dr. Shailesh Kumar Yadav
Dr. Amit Singh

Dr. Reema Kumari

Dr. Sanju Mishra

(Allahabad Museum)

Dr. Suchitra Majumdar
Dr. Reema Kumari
Dr. Sarvesh Singh

Dr. Gargi Chatterjee

Dr. Shailesh Kumar Yadav
Dr. Atul Narayan Singh
Dr. Sushil Shukla
(Allahabad Museum)




